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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO ELDER ABUSE — MEETING MINUTES 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.21 pm]: I rise briefly to give a personal explanation. Unfortunately, 
Hon Colin Holt is out of the chamber on urgent parliamentary business, but members may be aware that earlier 
today there was an important debate on a motion that I put forward and the honourable member indicated concern 
that it was possible that the Select Committee into Elder Abuse had not provided all the minutes of its meetings. 
There was an interchange between the two of us and I said that should that be the case, I would check, and that if 
that was the case, it would be wrong but that the only explanation for it would be due to an administrative error. 
I received an email earlier this afternoon from the Clerk of the Legislative Council, which reads — 

Dear Nick, 

Further to the debate today on your motion and particularly your exchange with Hon Colin Holt regarding 
the completeness of the minutes of the Select Committee on Elder Abuse, I have been advised by 
committee staff that the minutes of the Select Committee on Elder Abuse that were published on the 
internet were not a complete set of the minutes, contrary to the resolution of the committee. 

Committee staff have investigated and found that there was an administrative error when the minutes 
were uploaded to the internet such that there were 6 sets of missing minutes. These were the minutes 
not requiring any redactions. Committee staff have today updated the PDF of the minutes on the 
internet … There are now 18 sets of minutes numbered sequentially from 1 to 18 for the period 
14 September 2017 through to 20 August 2018, inclusive, as per the committee’s resolution. 
Previously only 12 sets were available and the numbers were not sequential, which gave some 
indication that the document was not complete. 

I apologise for any inconvenience or embarrassment that this administrative error may have caused you. 
The matter has been brought to the attention of … Clerk Assistant … and other staff. Given the statements 
you made today it may be prudent to make a personal explanation or a members statement today advising 
the House of the correct position, apologise for the error which was a result of matters outside of your 
control, and advise that it has now been rectified with a complete set of minutes now available. 

I draw these matters to attention of the house. I thank Hon Colin Holt for drawing it to the attention of members. 
I apologise to him on behalf of the now former Select Committee into Elder Abuse for that administrative error. 
I am pleased that it has been rectified. I am pleased the member picked it up. I am pleased there has been 
transparency and that all the minutes of the Select Committee into Elder Abuse are available to members, as was 
always the intention. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I will make the point: is it not a wonderful thing that Hon Colin Holt had an opportunity 
to correct the record? He had information at his disposal, unlike other members of other committees, who find it 
impossible to do that because, of course, matters remain top secret and behind closed doors. I thank Hon Colin Holt 
for that, and I thank in particular the Clerk of the Legislative Council for his usual professionalism in this matter. 
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